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	Lebanon's geostrategic value is best explained in twofold. First, its geographic positioning bordering the Mediterranean Sea, Syria, and Israel, both of whom have had “a substantial influence on its domestic politics,” Kwarten recalls. Tensions with Syria run particularly high along the border ever since Lebanon’s independence from France split the countries decisively.
	Second, its political organization is even more telling, as Kwarten refers to Lebanon’s confessional democracy. Domestically, Lebanon recognizes eighteen official sects, each of which is represented in parliament. While confessionalism has proven to be a way to unify religiously diverse countries, the model has a considerable downside: its structure invites external stakeholders to hold significant sway over certain groups that align with their ideological agendas. This is exemplified by the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia (KSA) and Iran, who are actively meddling in Lebanon’s domestic affairs. On the one hand, the KSA supports the Sunni community and seeks a political foothold through its ties with the Hariri family. On the other hand, Iran holds power through Hezbollah, who simultaneously functions as a legitimate political party in the Lebanese parliament.

